~C18045371 


ROUTINE 


DHCKNTRETHED INCL ASSIFIED | 


CONF IDENTIALR ET EASED IN FP GeNE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE Ly a 


ARA/NEA REARCS 


PAGE 81 STATE 142696 6528372 842354 


ORIGIN: DANO (82) 


$058613 


WFO: = BLY) PE BY) «C0182? EB) ECU) JRA DY «JPL 8D) 


anata) 
Sogunesbeandnbennsnnesie 96/12222 AL RD 
ORIGIN ARA-C8 


WFO LOG-98 © TEDE-8@ ADS-89 OWY-99 SSO-BN SAS-38 
142596 ‘ 
SOURCE:  KODAKC. 065117 


DRAFTED BY: ARA/ANO: IDSEWARD -- 2/5/98 647-3368 
APPROVED BY: ARA/AND: MHEIGS 

ARA/AND: MNE 1GS 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION: 


ARA-3 
wassiieieateccoue 5CB789 8521'982 /38 
R 8528362 AUG 98 
FM'SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO ANEMBASSY BOGOTA 
ANENBASSY CARACAS 
ANGONSUL GUAYAQUIL 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LtHA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 


CBR FIDERT I At STATE 142596 
STADIS 
DFFICTAL IRFDRMAL 


E.D. 12958: DEC: 12/31/99 
JAGS: AMGT, BL» CD» PEs E¢. VE 
SUBJECT: OFFICIAL INFORMAL 


FOR’ AMBASSADOR - DCH - POL - ECOH 


(Ud CLASSIFIED BY MICHAEL MEIGS AHA/AND, DEPARTMENT OF ° 
STATE. REASDN 1.5 0 Fi 


FOLLOWING tS TRE ASDAR FGR AUGUST 4, 1998 


1, (Ci) COLOMBIA: 408 FARC ATTACKING 260 CNP/MILITARY IN 
SOUTH. ABOUT 408 FARC TROOPS LAUNCHEO A 4 ALM. ATTACK 
AGAINST THE CNP BASE AT MERAFLORES IN GUAVIRE PROVINCE 
WANHED BY >2 POLICEMEN AND 124 SOLDIERS. A CHIP CRISIS 
CENTER IN BOGO7A REPORTS > CONFIRMED. GOVERNMENT FORCES 
KILLED. 25 WOUNGED AND >@ MISSING IN ACTION. THE FARC 
CLAIMS TO HAVE CAPTURED 29. REMAINING GOC FORCES ARE 
SURRBUNDED ANG CUT OFF FROM AERIAL REJHFORCEMENT AND 


SUPPLY BY HEAVY RAINFALL, CLOUO COVER AND HOSTILE FIRE. 
THE ARMY HAS BEEN SEEKING UNSUCCESSFULLY TD SEND IR = 2 
BLACK HAWK GUNSHIPS AND TWO RUSSIAN-BUILT H}-L> TRANSPORT 
HELICBPTERS WITH AIR COVER FROM CNP OV-18 ATRORART. GOL 
FOACES COULD BE OVERRUK © SOON UNLESS THE AIRFOFCE CAN CET 
REINFORCEMENTS IHTO THE TOWN. NO AMCITS ARE IN MIRAFLORES. 
2, U) ECUADOR: EARTHQUAKE STRIKES COAST? DFMAGE 
UNDETERMINED. 
HORTH OF MANTA» WAS THE EPICENTER OF A QUAKE AT 1:45PM 
TOOAY. THE QUAKE. E€STIMATEB AT 6.6 ON THE RICKTER SCALE, 
FOLLOWED A LIGHTER QUAKE ONE HDUR EARLIER. © THERE WAS HO 


SIGHIF ECANT DAMAGE IN QUETO BUT THE SHOCK WAS PERCEPTIBLE 
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ENOUGH TO CAUSE EMBASSY EMPLOYEES TO EVACUATE THE BUILDING. 

IN GUAYAQUIL THE ELECTRICITY 1S OUT BUT MO SIGNIFICANT 

DAMAGE REPORTED. TELEPHONE SERVICE HAS BEEN DISRUPTED AND 

ONE REPORT INDICATES THAT BUILDINGS WERE DESTROYED NEAR THE 

EPICENTER (WHICH ALSO HAPPENS TO HAVE BEEN ONE GF THE AREAS 

HARDEST HiT BY Et NINO FLOODING EARLIER TN THE YEAR) . WE 

RAVE NO THFDRMATION ON CASUALTIES. TWENTY PEACE CORPS 

VOLUNTEERS WORK IN TRE AREA» BUT FEW OTHER AMERICANS ARE 

LIKELY 10 RAVE BEEN AFFECTED. 


3. (0) COLOMBIA: ~—-DAD WEEK FOR CONGRESS REPRESENTATIVES. 
ELN GUERRILLAS KIDNAPPED SENATOR CARLOS ESPINOSA 
FACCIOLINCE —LADERAL PARTY ON AUGUST 1 AT A ROADDLOCK. 
ESPINOSA TS A -WELL XWOWN MEMBER OF THE LIBERAL PARTY WITH A 
REPUTATION FOR CORRUPTION. | ESPENOSA AND SEVERAL STAFFERS 
STOPPED AHO SHOWED THEIR CORGRESS!ONAL CREDENTIALS AY WHAT 
THEY THOUGHT WAS A MPLITARY ROADBLOCK. © THIS 1S THE THIRB 
ATTACK ON MEHBERS GF CONGRESS IN LESS-THAH A WEEK. © BETTY 
CAMACHO WAS ASSASSIBATED WITHIN DAYS GF WER RETIREMENT AND 
THE ELN iS REPORTEDLY BEHIND TNE JULY 20 KIORAPPING OF 
CONGRESSMAN GERARDO TAMAYO. 


4. (W VEWEZUELA: = 12 PRESIDENTIAL ASPIRANTS: POSSIBLE 
ANT!-CHAVEZ FRONT... THE OFFICIAL NOMINATION PERIOD HAS 
ENOED WITH 32 CANDIDATES REGISTEREO FOR DECEMBER’ S 
PRESIOEMTAAL ELECTION. POLLS SUGCEST FIVE OF THEM MANE 

S84: DF VOTER SUPPOR CANDIDATE HUGG CHAVEZ STILL WINS 
POPULARITY POLLS DUT © ALSO SHOWS UP ON TRE LIST OF 
CANDIDATES MOST DISLIKED. AD'S ALFARC UCERO 1S GISLIKED BY 
OLS OF THOSE SURVEYED, FOLLOWED BY CLAUDIO FERNIN (65%) AND 


CHAVEZ (403). ANTI-CHAVEZ FORCES ARE CONSIDERING AN 
ALLIANCE TO BACK A SINGLE CAHDIDA7E> PARTICULARLY IN 


REACTION TO CHAVEZ'S DECLAREO INTENTION TO Ob SSOLVE 
PARLIAMENT AND NAME A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 1F ELECTED. 


5. (0) VENEZUELA: 38+ EXTRADITION REQUESTS FORWARDED 70 
JUSTICE, LL _BAS HAS FORWAROED TO JUSTICE THE FILES OR MORE 
THAN THIRTY EXTRADITION REQUESTS FOR VEHEZUELAH BANKERS 
INVOLVED IN THE 1994 BARKING CRISIS. DOJ REVIEW COULD TAKE 
SEVERAL MONTHS. DEPARTMENT POLICY J$ NOT TO CONFIRM OR GENY 
THAT A REQUEST HAS DEEN FILER F@R ANY INDIVIDUAL. 


6. —_(SBU) ECUADOR: ARCO DIL PRODUCTION PROJECT TEMPORARILY 
SUSPENDED, — ARCO STOPPED WORK AND HAS THREATENED TO LEAVE 
IF THE 206 CANNDT STDP LOCAL FNBIGENOUS GROUPS FROH 
KIDMAPPINGS IM PROTEST OUER THE AMAZON BASTH. © IN TWO 
INCIDENTS THREE ARCO WORKERS AND THREE SUBCONTRACTOR 
“CONDUCTO” WORKERS WERE SHATCHED AND THEN FREED OM JULY 2> 
AND JULY 29, ARCO GIVES THE GOE UNTIL THE ENB OF THE 
MOHTH AND NDTES (7S  SLHILLION A WEEK LOSS. COMPANY 
DFFICIALS DELIEVE THE LOCALS PARTICULARLY WANT A HEW ROAD 
ALONGSIGE ARCO’S NEW BURVEB PIPELINE. IRONICALLY» ENVIRON~ 
METAL GROUPS HAVE PRAISED ARCO’S EFFORTS 10 MIMIMIZE THE 
jeer OF ROADS IM THE FRAGILE TROPICAL RAINFOREST. 
ALBRIGHT 
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